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MERTON MUSIC 

Mer ton Music is devoted to making rare string chamber music accessible to players 
at prices which will positively encourage exploration. There are 925 items in the 
catalogue from 197 composers, most of whose names you will find in the border. Not 
all are masterpieces but very few deserve the neglect they have endured because 
their original publishers allowed them to go out of print. All can be posted to you 
direct from the publisher, Theo Wyatt, in London at the following standard price per 
page of music, post-free; a fraction of the price of commercial publications: 

U.K. £0.10 

U.S. A $0.20 

Germany €0,20 

Holland €0,20 

Australia A$0.30 

Sweden SEK1.50 

The music is supplied in parts ready for the music stand on lOOgsm A3 paper in a 
160gsm cover. For many of these works separate scores are available. 

For a free 24pp. catalog containing an order form and full instructions on how to pay 
in your own currency contact one of the following: 

Australia 

Stephanie Hicks, 21 Bally Street, Kelvin Grove, Queensland 4059 
Phone: (07) 3352 5576 Fax: (07) 3258 6444 
e-mail: hicksatmerton@hotmail.com 
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Germany 

Wolfgang Schreiber, Franz-Schubert-Str. 12/1 69168 Wiesloch 
Phone: 06222/385117 Fax: 06222/385119 e-mail: wolfg@ngi.de 

Holland 

Caroline Bouwman, Hobbemastraat 6'", 1071 ZA Amsterdam Phone: 020 6737943 
e-mail: caroline_willem@hotmail.com 

Sweden 

John Teague, Wivalliusgatan 15, 7tr. 11260 Stockholm Phone: 08-6188486 
Fax: 08-6185407 e-mail: john.teague@telia.com 

U.S.A. 

Meriel Ennik, 811 Seaview Drive, El Cerrito CA 94530 Phone: 510 527 6620 

e-mail: mertonusa@yahoo.com 

U.K. 

Theo Wyatt, 8 Wilton Grove, London SW19 3QX Phone/Fax: 020 8540 2708 

e-mail: mertonmusic@arqonet.co.uk 
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MERTON MUSIC 

Merton Music is devoted to making rare string chamber music accessible to players 
at prices which will positively encourage exploration. There are 925 items in the 
catalogue from 197 composers, most of whose names you will find in the border. Not 
all are masterpieces but very few deserve the neglect they have endured because 
their original publishers allowed them to go out of print. All can be posted to you 
direct from the publisher, Theo Wyatt, in London at the following standard price per 
page of music, post-free; a fraction of the price of commercial publications: 

U.K. £0.10 

U.S. A $0.20 

Germany €0,20 

Holland €0,20 

Australia A$0.30 

Sweden SEK1.50 

The music is supplied in parts ready for the music stand on lOOgsm A3 paper in a 
160gsm cover. For many of these works separate scores are available. 

For a free 24pp. catalog containing an order form and full instructions on how to pay 
in your own currency contact one of the following: 

Australia 

Stephanie Hicks, 21 Bally Street, Kelvin Grove, Queensland 4059 
Phone: (07) 3352 5576 Fax: (07) 3258 6444 
e-mail: hicksatmerton@hotmail.com 

Germany 

Wolfgang Schreiber, Franz-Schubert-Str. 12/1 69168 Wiesloch 
Phone: 06222/385117 Fax: 06222/385119 e-mail: wolfg@ngi.de 

Holland 

Caroline Bouwman, Hobbemastraat 6'", 1071 ZA Amsterdam Phone: 020 6737943 

e-mail: caroline_willem@hotmail.com 

Sweden 

John Teague, Wivalliusgatan 15, 7tr. 11260 Stockholm Phone: 08-6188486 
Fax: 08-6185407 e-mail: john.teague@telia.com 

U.S.A. 
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Merton Music is devoted to making rare string chamber music accessible to players 
at prices which will positively encourage exploration. There are 925 items in the 
catalogue from 197 composers, most of whose names you will find in the border. Not 
all are masterpieces but very few deserve the neglect they have endured because 
their original publishers allowed them to go out of print. All can be posted to you 
direct from the publisher, Theo Wyatt, in London at the following standard price per 
page of music, post-free; a fraction of the price of commercial publications: 

U.K. €0.10 

U.S. A $0.20 

Germany €0,20 

Holland €0,20 

Australia A$0.30 

Sweden SEK1.50 

The music \s supplied \r\ parts ready for the music stand on lOOgsm A3 paper in a 
160gsm cover. For many of these works separate scores are available. 

For a free 24pp. catalog containing an order form and full instructions on how to pay 
in your own currency contact one of the following: 

Australia 

Stephanie Hicks, 21 Bally Street, Kelvin Grove, Queensland 4059 
Phone: (07) 3352 5576 Fax: (07) 3258 6444 
e-mail: hicksatmerton@hotmail.com 

Germany 

Wolfgang Schreiber, Franz-Schubert-Str. 12/1 69168 Wiesloch 
Phone: 06222/385117 Fax: 06222/385119 e-mail: wolfg@ngi.de 

Holland 

Caroline Bouwman, Hobbemastraat 6'", 1071 ZA Amsterdam Phone: 020 6737943 
e-mail: caroline_willem@hotmail.com 

Sweden 

John Teague, Wivalliusgatan 15, 7tr. 11260 Stockholm Phone: 08-6188486 
Fax: 08-6185407 e-mail: john.teague@telia.com 

U.S.A. 

Meriel Ennik, 811 Seaview Drive, El Cerrito CA 94530 Phone: 510 527 6620 

e-mail: mertonusa@yahoo.com 

U.K. 

Theo Wyatt, 8 Wilton Grove, London SW19 3QX Phone/Fax: 020 8540 2708 . 

e-mail: mertonmusic@arqonet.co.uk 
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Guillaume Lekeu (1870-1894) 

Born in Heusy near Verviers (Belgium), moved to Poitiers in 1879 and Paris 1888, died in 
February 1894 from typhoid fever. In 1889 Lekeu met Cesar Franck, who recognized his 
musical genius, accepted him as a pupil and took him along to Bayreuth (Tristan, Parsifal, 
Meistersinger). These experiences had profound impact on L's development, but Beethoven's 
late string quartets remained his model for the perfection of musical creativity and 
expression. This affinity is obvious in the youthful audacity of a major work in this demanding 
genre, the quartet in six movements (1887). The Piano Trio (1890) was written on the 
encouragement of C. Franck. The Violin Sonata (1892, L's most well-known work) and the Piano 
Quartet (1893) were commissioned by the violinist Eugene Ysaye. 

In his essay on French chamber music, Edward Lockspeiser (Debussy's biographer) describes 
Lekeu as "a high-minded idealist" with a particularly strong personality. "His remarkable 
correspondence and the considerable body of music he produced have left his admirers 
wondering how this composer, who was inspired chiefly by the late works of Beethoven, might 
have developed had his life not been cut short". 

The original manuscript score of the quartet seems to be lost, but contemporary manuscript 
parts have survived m the safe of the conservatory in Verviers. When numbering the bars, I 
became aware of several writing errors of omission. The Spiegel Quartet, who had recently 
made an authoritative recording of several Lekeu chamber works, including this quartet, were 
approached for solutions to the problems. Professor Jan Sciffer of the Conservatoire Royal 
de Bruxelles and member of the Spiegel Quartet kindly put at my disposal copies of the 
ensemble's working material and gave some detailed advice on solutions used in the recording. 
I wish to express my thanks for this support. Thanks also to M. Tony de Vuyst, Bruxelles, 
who found the material and provided a photocopy which is the basis for the present edition. 

Chamber Music by Guillaume Lekeu 

Meditation (Molto Adagio) for String Quartet (1887), CeBeDem, Brussels 1994 

String Quartet m six movements (1887), Facsimile of MS parts with corrections, Merton 

Music. 2005) 
Cello Sonata (1888), prepared for publication by Vincent d'Indy, Rouart et Lerolle 1921 
Piano Trio (1891), Rouart et Lerolle 1908 
Violin Sonata (1892), Rouart et Lerolle 1907 

Piano Quartet (1893), prepared for publication by Vincent d'Indy 1896, Rouart et Lerolle 
1909 
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in December 2003 by the Spiegel String Quartet and Jan Michiels, Piano, MDG 644 

1266-2 
F-R Tranchefort: "Guillaume Lekeu" (article in Guide de la musique de chambre, ed. F-R 

Tranchefort, Paris, Fayard 1989) 
E. Lockspeiser: French Chamber Music - Chausson and Lekeu (in A. Robertson (ed.): Chamber 

Music, Penguin Books 1957) 



(Notes by S. Schwarz, Copenhagen, August 2005) 




